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Todd has worked on energy, rural, and agriculture policy and issue 
advocacy for the past 20 years with a goal of improving the 
quality of life through economic development.  He is formerly 
Senior Policy Advisor for Energy and the Bioeconomy at the 
United States Department of Agriculture in the Office of the 
Secretary and Chief of Staff for the Rural Development mission 
area. In his seven year with the Department, he managed work on 
regulation development, program implementation, and special

initiatives in a number of priorities areas in support of an efficient, renewable, and biobased economy 
in the United States. He served as a member of the Bioeconomy Council Coordination Committee, 
USDA Science Council, USDA Climate Hub Executive Committee, Operations Committee for the Biomass 
Research and Development Board and has led work for the Department on commercial aviation biofuel 
through development of the Farm to Fly initiative and methane utilization with the Biogas 
Opportunities Roadmap and through a partnership with the Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy.  Todd has 
assisted dozens of companies through almost $200 million of business development from a small 
logging operation installing firewood kilns to multiple dairy renewable natural gas projects.   He is 
experienced steering integrated demonstration unit campaigns, doing complex feasibility analysis for all 
aspects of biobased manufacturing and renewable energy projects, and generating economic impact 
studies for regional economic development.  Todd grew up in a small town in Western Iowa, and now 
raises his three boys with his wife on their farm in Vermont. 




